SYNOPSIS When grown overnight on Columbia agar in an atmosphere of hydrogen and carbon dioxide, haemolytic strains of Lancefield group B streptococci (Streptococcus agalactiae) produce orange or brown pigmented colonies. This production of pigmented colonies can be used for the rapid presumptive identification of these organisms as belonging to group B without the need for grouping by serological methods.
The production of pigmented colonies by streptococci has received little attention since first described by Orla Jensen (1919) . He observed that red colouration was produced by several strains of pathogenic streptococci in casein peptone agar and noted that 'Streptococcus mastidis' (now known as Strep. agalactiae) formed an orange colour in casein peptone broth with added soluble starch. Durand and Giraud (1923) published a study of chromogenic streptococci in which they noted the importance of starch as a medium constituent and the maintenance of anaerobic conditions as factors necessary for the production of pigment. Eleven of the 125 strains they examined produced pigmented colonies including strains which were clearly pathogenic as well as some which they regarded as saprophytic. With one exception all strains came from human sources and appeared to be serologically related.
The isolation of a pigmented strain of streptococci from a case of pyelonephritis was reported by Olivieri (1929) . Lancefield (1934) 
Materials and Methods

VAGINAL SWABS
These were taken with charcoal-impregnated cotton wool swabs and were transferred to the laboratory in Stuart's (1959) It will be seen that some group B strains did not produce pigment on first isolation. This may have been due to the fact that they were unable to produce pigment, that the medium pH was unsatisfactory or that, where unvented plastic petri dishes were used, proper anaerobic conditions were not obtained due to moisture forming a seal between the plate lid and rim.
Discussion
The work described confirms earlier observations that group B streptococci frequently are able to produce pigmented colonies under anaerobic conditions in a medium containing starch. Pigment may be produced on other media without added starch either to a lesser extent, eg, Hartley digest agar as made by the Streptococcal Reference Laboratory, Colindale, or after a longer period of incubation so that the requirement of starch for pigment production is probably relative rather than absolute. The requirement for the presence of carbon dioxide has not previously been noted nor has the influence of pH on pigment production. The failure of nonhaemolytic strains of group B streptococci to produce pigment agrees well with the observation of Lancefield (1934) that when the strain of group B streptococcus which she was investigating lost its haemolytic properties, it also lost the property of pigment production. Significantly, however, this strain did not lose its virulence so that it is unfortunate that the present system will not assist in the detection of non-haemolytic group B streptococci in situations where these may be acting as pathogens. Under the name of Strep. agalactiae group B streptococci have long been recognized as having pathogenic potential being the cause of bovine mastitis (which may assume epidemic proportions). Following the description of group B by Lancefield (1933) occasional reports of the isolation ofgroup B streptococci from human disease were made but it was not until the study of Hood, Janney, and Dameron (1961) was published that the significance of group B streptococci in perinatal morbidity and mortality in man was appreciated. Since that time other workers have confirmed and extended these findings (Eickhoff, 1972; Baker, Barrett, Gordon, and Yow, 1973; Barton, Reigin, and Lins, 1973; Franciosi, Knostman, and Zimmerman, 1973 
